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A>T>' made the son of Abu Sofian the opponent of the prophet and
champion of idolatry, the hereditary head of his sovereignty
and his religion. Omar had placed him in the favourable
position of governor of Syria, in the administration of which
his humanity and kindness made him popular, and a grateful
people, over whom he reigned no less than forty years, either
in a subordinate rank or as prince, were attached to a bene-
factor who had enriched them out of the property of the
Roman province. The duty of avenging the murder of Oth-
man was the engine of his ambition; and he exposed in the
mosque of Damascus the bloody shirt of his kinsman. Sixty
thousand Syrians bound themselves to him by a vow of fidelity
and revenge, and Amru saluted him as Khalif; and thus, by
making Damascus the Mohammedan metropolis, he reduced
the country of the prophet to its original insignificance.

Hassan, the eldest son of Ali, was of a mild and retiring
disposition, and his abdication was easily brought about by
the grant of a magnificent revenue. The aspiring ambition of
Moawiyah was crowned with success, by the change of an
elective into an hereditary monarchy. Some murmurs of
freedom and fanaticism attested the reluctance of the Arabs,
but his design was skilfully conducted, and, on the melancholy
and still lamented fall of Hosein, the younger son of Ali,
Yezid, Moawiyah's feeble and dissolute son, was proclaimed
Commander of the Faithful, and successor of the Apostle of
God.

Hosein had more spirit than Hassan: he had even served at
the siege of Constantinople, and was encouraged to support his
claims by a list, sent him from Cufa, of 140,000 Moslems,
r$ady to fight m his cause, as soon as he shewed himself on
the banks of the Euphrates. Contrary to the advice of prudent
friends, he rejolved to trxist his person to these unknown ad-
herents, and was even attended, as in peace time, by a retinue
of women and children. As he advanced he was alarmed by
the deserted appearance of the country, and his alarm was
just. Obeidallah, the governor of Cufa, had contrived to ex-
tinguish the first sparks of insurrection, and when he reached